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Occasional  Paper.  No.  8. 

OCTOBER  20th,  1899. 

All  communications  for  the  next  number  must  be  sent  on  or  before 
December  16th  to  Mr.  Henry  J.  Wilson,  Hon.  Editor,  53,  Victoria  Street, 
Westminster,  London,  S.W. 

The  Editor  does  not  of  necessity  identify  himself  with  opinions  which 
may  be  expressed  in  the  signed  articles  or  in  letters  of  correspondents,  and 
the  right  is  reserved  of  not  printing  any  letter  which  may  seem  not  to  come 
within  the  limits  of  a  discussion  likely  to  be  profitable.  Letters  must  be 
accompanied  by  the  writer's  name  and  address,  not  necessarily  for  pub- 
lication, but  as  a  guarantee  of  good  faith. 

Copies  of  this  Paper,  price  3d.  each,  or  3^d.  post  free,  can  be  obtained 
from  the  Editor. 


EDITORIAL. 


In  this  number  we  give  an  account  of  the  Society  for  the 
Care  of  the  Blind  of  the  Rhine  Province,  for  which  we  are  in- 
debted to  Mr.  A.  Buckle,  who  has  kindly  translated  it  from  one 
of  the  most  recent  annual  reports. 

HENRY  J.  WILSON. 


NOTES. 


1.  On  the  occasion  of  the  Exhibition  at  Paris  next  year, 
an  international  congress  for  the  amelioration  of  the  condition 
of  the  blind  will  be  held  from  August  1st  to  5th.  As  the  orga- 
niser and  general  secretary  is  Monsieur  Maurice  de  la  Sizeranne, 
31,  Avenue  de  Breteuil,  Paris,  the  congress  is  sure  to  be  a  success. 
The  regulations  will  be  given  in  our  next  number.  The 
chief  subjects  for  discussion  are  :  1 .  The  best  organisation  for 
the  care  of  children  on  leaving  school  and  of  other  blind  persons. 
2.  Blind  teachers  for  blind  children.  3.  Physical  development 
of  children.  4.  In  what  way  and  by  what  means  schools  for  the 
sighted  can  assist  in  the  intellectual  development  of  blind 
children. 
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2.  In  reference  to  Miss  Mona  Wilson's  article  in  our  last 
number  on  "  Blindness  in  the  Potteries,"  we  are  pleased  to  note 
that  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Sutherland,  and  other  people, 
have  given  large  orders  for  glazed  chinaware,  with  the  stipula- 
tion that  the  glaze  must  be  entirely  devoid  of  lead.  It  appears 
that  such  manufacture  gives  complete  satisfaction.  The  opinion, 
therefore,  of  Dr.  Oliver  and  Dr.  Thorpe  in  their  report  to  the 
Home  Office,  "  that  leadless  glazes  of  sufficient  brilliancy, 
covering  power,  and  durability,  and  adapted  to  all  kinds  of 
domestic  ware,  are  now  within  reach  of  the  manufacturer,"  has 
been  fully  justified.  The  President  in  his  address  at  the  Trades 
Union  Congress  at  Plymouth  on  September  5th,  referred  to 
"  dangerous  trades,"  and  said,  "  It  was  reported  that  for  the 
Queen's  Palaces,  outfits  of  "  leadless "  glazed  ware  had  been 
ordered  ;  and  a  great  work  might  be  done  by  emulating  that 
good  example,  thus  creating  a  demand  for  the  harmlessly 
manufactured  goods." 

We  hope  that  this  source  of  blindness  may  now  soon  be 
dried  up,  and  that  lead  poisoning  may  be  a  thing  of  the  past, 
only  to  be  wondered  at  by  posterity  that  it  could  have  been 
tolerated  so  long. 


3.  We  were  pleased  to  see  in  the  Final  Honour  School 
of  Modern  History  at  Oxford,  published  July  27th,  that  Mr.  W. 
H.  Dixson,  non-collegiate,  took  second  class,  and  Mr.  G.  C. 
Pope,  of  Exeter  College,  took  fourth  class.  Both  graduates 
were  for  some  time  at  the  Worcester  Blind  College  previous  to 
going  to  the  University,  and  we  offer  them  our  cordial  congrat- 
ulations on  their  successes.  Messrs.  Dixson  and  Pope  hope 
to  take  their  degrees  on  October  19th,  and  the  former  will  reside 
at  Oxford. 


4.  We  are  pleased  to  hear  that  among  the  undergraduates 
at  Oxford,  Mr.  Lane  has  passed  the  Law  Preliminary,  after  having 
been  up  only  two  terms,  and  that  he  was  congratulated  on  his 
papers  by  the  examiners,  and  that  Messrs.  Barker  and  Swinnerton 
have  passed  moderations,  the  former  being  congratulated. 
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5.  The  following  is  the  result  of  the  Government  Exam- 
ination for  Teachers,  held  at  the  Smith  Training  College  at 
Norwood,  July,  1899. 

Teachers  Cirtificates: — znd  Year.  The  Misses  Alice  Balchin, 
Emily  Whitehouse,  Nellie  Swithinbank,  Elizabeth  Thomas,  and 
Mr.  Wm.  Sharp,  is/  Year.  The  Misses  Eliza  Williamson,  Alice 
Meiklejohn,  and  Miriam  Grant. 

Queen's  Scholarship : — The  Misses  Louisa  Robertson,  Lily 
Steele,  and  Messrs.  John  Wright,  and  Geo.  Whittleton. 


6.  The  Rev.  Thomas  Barnard,  M.A.,  to  whom  reference 
was  made  in  our  last  number  (paragraph  No.  2)  has  been  appointed 
curate  to  the  important  parish  of  St.  Saviour's,  Plymouth,  where 
there  is  a  large  field  for  energetic  work.  Mr.  Barnard  read 
himself  in  at  St.  Saviour's  on  August  6th,  and  preached  at  both 
morning  and  evening  services,  and  the  whole  work  and  respon- 
sibility of  the  parish  were  at  once  thrown  on  him  as  the  Vicar 
was  just  leaving  for  his  annual  holiday.  Just  after  these  lines 
appear,  Mr.  Barnard  will  be  married  to  Miss  Swinnerton,  the 
only  daughter  of  the  Vicar  of  Llandevaud,  South  Wales,  and  we 
tender  the  bride  and  bridegroom  our  best  wishes  for  their 
future  happiness  and  usefulness. 


7.  Sir  John  Stirling-Maxwell  has  given  notice  to  bring  in 
a  Bill  next  session  to  confer  powers  on  the  Parish  Councils  in 
Scotland  to  continue  the  education  of  blind  persons  up  to  21 
years  of  age.  We  earnestly  hope  that  some  member  will  also 
bring  in  a  Bill  with  a  similar  object  for  England  and  Wales. 


8.  We  never  expected  that  a  copy  of  this  paper  would 
find  its  way  to  South  Africa,  and  therefore  it  was  gratifying  to 
receive  a  letter  the  other  day  from  which  the  following  is 
extracted  :  "  It  may  interest  you  to  hear  that  a  copy  of  your 
paper,  announcing  that  Mr.  Bryce  had  become  President  of  the 
National  Lending  Library  for  the  Blind  reached  a  lady  in  South 
Africa  who  is  acquainted  with  him,  and  that  she  wrote  to  ask 
him  whether  he  could  arrange  for  a  supply  of  books  from  the 
Library  to  a  Blind  Institution  in  South  Africa." 


9.  Another  sad  case  of  blindness  which  might  have  been 
prevented  has  been  brought  to  our  notice  by  a  letter  from  which 
the  following  is  an  extract :  "I  recently  came  across  a  very  sad 
case — a  strong  healthy  boy,  aged  14  months,  quite  blind.  The 
day  after  his  birth,  he  was  carried  to  the  front  door  by  his 
mother's  young  sister  to  be  admired  by  the  neighbours  !  Inflam- 
mation was  the  inevitable  consequence."  We  fear  that  this 
case  is  not  exceptional,  and  that  many  babies  lose  their  sight 
through  the  eagerness  of  their  neighbours  to  see  them. 


10.  There  is  nothing-  further  to  report  about  the  English 
Education  Exhibition  (vide  No.  7,  page  129)  to  be  held  from  the 
4th  to  27th  of  January  next,  except  that  up  to  the  present  only  two 
Institutions  and  one  Association  have  promised  to  send  articles. 
Exhibits  should  be  sent  not  later  than  December  15th,  to  Mr.  J. 
Fischer  Williams,  at  7,  New  Square,  Lincoln's  Inn,  W.C. 


11.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Midland  Institution  for  the 
Blind  at  Nottingham  was  held  on  June  30th,  when  Lord  Henry 
Bentinck,  M.P.,  presided.  During  the  past  year  1 1 1  blind 
persons  were  benefited  by  the  Institution,  and  the  sales  amounted 
to  ^4045,  being  over  ^700  in  excess  of  the  returns  of  any 
previous  year.  The  report  gives  a  satisfactory  account  of  the 
work  carried  on,  and  also  of  the  financial  position. 


12.  The  52nd  annual  meeting  of  the  General  Institution 
for  the  Blind  at  Birmingham  was  held  on  July  3rd,  when  the 
Lord  Mayor  presided.  The  report  for  the  year  ended  March 
31st,  1899,  shows  marked  progress  in  all  departments,  and  we 
are  pleased  to  hear  how  useful  the  embossed  shorthand  system 
is  being  found — a  system  which  owes  its  conception  and  develop- 
ment to  the  secretary  and  others  connected  with  this  Institution. 
We  are  also  indebted  to  this  Institution  for  the  invention  of  a 
"  rubbing-out "  attachment  to  the  Remington  Typewriting 
Machine,  by  means  of  which  blind  persons  can  make  their  own 
corrections.  It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  28  former  pupils  have 
been  assisted  to  enable  them  to   begin  business.     The  sale  of 


1 41 

goods  amounted  to  ^4379,  showing  an  increase  of  £"]0"j  over 
the  preceding  year's  sale,  and  the  44  blind  workers  received 
^921  in  wages.  Altogether  no  less  than  595  blind  people  were 
benefited  during  the  past  year  by  this  Institution,  viz.,  129 
resident  pupils,  4  day  pupils,  1 1  teachers,  44  day  workers,  2 
travellers,  28  former  pupils,  1  clerk,  and  376  adult  blind. 
Further  and  important  developments  in  connection  with  this 
Institution  are  under  consideration,  and  plans  of  a  Kindergarten 
School  have  already  been  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Educa- 
tion Department  for  approval.  We  regret  to  see  that  the  energy, 
zeal,  and  thorough  work  of  the  authorities  of  this  Institution  are 
not  rewarded  by  more  liberal  financial  support  locally,  but  are 
hampered  through  lack  of  sufficient  necessary  funds. 


13.  The  40th  annual  meeting  of  the  Leicester  Association 
for  the  Blind  was  held  on  June  1st.  The  report  then  presented 
is  satisfactory,  both  financially  and  otherwise — 15  men  and  14 
women  were  constantly  employed  at  the  workshops,  and  they 
received  ^697  in  wages,  although  the  subscriptions  amounted 
to  only  ^138.  The  mortgage  debt  now  standing  at  ^3000  was 
reduced  by  /~5oo.  Four  aged  blind  women  are  comfortably 
housed  in  the  Cottage  Home  at  a  cost  of  only  ^44.  The 
Home  Teaching  Branch  is  in  touch  with  151  blind  persons. 
The  sale  of  goods  amounted  to  ^4209. 


14.  The  32nd  annual  meeting  of  the  Bolton  Schools  and 
Workshops  for  the  Blind  was  held  on  June  14th,  when  the 
report  and  statement  of  accounts  for  the  year  ended  March  31st, 
1899,  were  adopted.  During  the  year  26  males  and  5  females 
have  been  employed,  1 6  of  whom  have  been  taught  their  trades 
in  the  Institution  and  others  partly  taught.  The  sale  of  goods 
amounted  to  £1211 


15.  A  Society,  called  "The  Fellowship  of  the  Blind  and 
Seeing,"  was  started  in  London  nearly  a  year  ago,  and  several 
meetings  have  been  held,  at  which  lectures  have  been  given  on 
interesting  subjects.     On  occasions  when  there  are  no  lectures, 
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the  proceedings  consist  of  social  intercourse,  readings,  both 
humorous  and  instructive  (usually  from  current  periodicals), 
music,  and  sometimes  a  few  games.  The  meetings  take  place 
on  the  1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays  in  the  month,  at  8  p.m.,  at  80, 
Baker  Street,  W.  The  Hon.  Sec,  who  will  be  glad  to  give  any 
information  about  the  Society,  is  Mr.  Hubert  G.  Oke,  7,  Man- 
derville  Place,  Manchester  Square,  W. 


16.  Mr.  R.  C.  Swayne,  of  Keble  College,  Oxford,  an  old 
pupil  of  Worcester  College,  who  graduated  with  4th  class 
honours  in  Theology  in  1898,  was  ordained  on  September  24th 
by  the  Bishop  of  Lichfield,  and  is  now  curate  at  Hednesford,. 
Staffordshire. 


17.  We  have  receiyed  a  prospectus  of  the  "  Braillette,"  an 
invention  with  the  object  of  "  supplying  the  blind  with  a  simple 
method  of  learning  Braille."  It  consist  of  a  board  with  pegs 
and  holes,  arranged  in  sets  of  six,  each  set  being  separated  by  a 
small  space.  The  price  is  10/6,  post  free,  and  it  can  be  obtained 
from  Mr.  G.  G.  Walmsley,  50,  Lord  Street,  Liverpool. 


RECENT    LITERATURE. 


During  the  past  three  months  the  following  works  have 
been  stereotyped  in  Braille  by  the  British  and  Foreign  Blind 
Association,  33,  Cambridge  Square,  Hyde  Park,  London,  W. 

s.    d. 
Alone  in  London,  by  Hesba  Stretton  (Interpointed)      . .       36' 

Stolen  Bacillus,  by  H.  G.  Wells 

Latin   Classics,   The  /Eneid  of  Virgil,  Bk.  I. 

„  h  »  n      II. 

n         n  »  n     HI. 

»  ,1  »  „  „  „      IV.  2       3 

The  Creed  of  the  Christian,  by  Chas.  Gore,  M.A.  (Inter- 
pointed) . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .       4     c 


o  6 

2  6 

2  6 

2  J 
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The  Christian  Year,  by  Rev.  John  Keble.     Vol.1.          ..  26 

Third  Royal  Atlas  Reader,  Vol.  I.             . .          . .          . .  39 

„     II.            40 

.,    III.           3     ° 

Mendelssohn,  Six  Pieces,  op.  27,  Augener's  Edition      . .  09 
Smart,  Twelve  Short  and  Easy  Pieces  for  the  Organ,  in 
various  styles  : 

Nos.   1 — 4             .  .          .  .          .  .          .  .          . .  08 

„       5-8              08 

9—12            05 

Pieces  and   Responses  with  Litany,  according  to  Tallis, 

arranged  for  four  voices,  by  Jos.  Barnby      . .          . ,  13 
Versicles  and  Responses,  as  used  in  St.  Paul's  Cathedral 

(Ferial  Use),  edited  by  Drs.  J.  Stainer&  G.  C.  Martin  1     6 

The  following  Books  have  been    recently   stereotyped   in 
Moon's  type  by  Moon's  Society,  104,  Queen's  Road,  Brighton  : — 

s.   d. 

To  Right  the  Wrong,  by  Edna  Lyall.    Vols.  1,  2,  3,  4,  each  4     6 

The  History  of  America,  by  John  Fiske.    Vols..  2  &  3,  each  4     6 

The  Gospel  of  St.  Luke,  in  Tamil.     Vol.  2         . .          . .  36 


DEATH    OF    MR.    R.    H.    RHYS,    J. P. 


At  the  risk  of  repeating  a  portion  of  what  was  said 
about  Mr.  R.  H.  Rhys,  J. P.,  in  number  5,  paragraph  15,  we  feel 
sure  that  our  readers  would  like  to  see  the  following  account  of 
this  able,  hardworking  man,  culled  from  The  Western  Mail  of 
August  14th.  Mr.  Rhys  died  on  August  13th,  and  was  a  remark- 
able personality  in  Aberdare,  where  he  performed  his  magisterial 
and  other  duties  with  wonderful  efficiency,  and  where  he  was  a 
most  useful  member  of  the  community.  He  was  highly 
respected,  and  the  greatest  confidence  was  reposed  in  his  con- 
scientiousness and  judgment.  He  possessed  a  mind  of  great 
originality  and   independence.     All  he  did  was  done  so  unos- 
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tentatiously,  and  so  free  from  show,  that  this  "Fawcett  of  Wales" 
was  hardly  known  outside  Glamorganshire,  even  to  few  of  those 
who  take  an  interest  in  the  blind,  and  especially  in  the  excep- 
tional success  and  merits  of  a  blind  man. 

"  Mr.  Rees  Hopkin  Rhys  was  born  at  Llwydcoed,  Aberdare, 
on  the  19th  of  March,  18 19,  and,  being  a  mineral  agent  in 
Aberdare  and  the  district  around,  he  took  great  interest  in  local 
affairs  ;  in  fact,  before  he  was  twenty  years  of  age  he  was  reputed 
to  be  well  versed  in  local  and  parochial  matters.  In  1847,  while 
conducting  one  of  the  first  experiments  with  gun-cotton  in  the 
Principality  at  the  Dowlais  Works,  he  met  with  an  accident 
which  completely  deprived  him  of  his  sight ;  but  that  deplorable 
circumstance,  which  in  most  cases  would  have  resulted  in  the 
sufferer's  complete  withdrawal  from  public  life,  seemed  in  the 
case  of  Mr.  Rhys  to  give  him  new  energy.  His  devotion  to  the 
interests  of  Aberdare,  and  his  progressive  and  far-seeing  policy  on 
local  affairs  have  made  his  name  a  household  word  throughout 
Glamorganshire.  In  April,  1 846,  at  a  time  when  Aberdare  was 
represented  by  only  three  guardians,  he  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  Merthyr  Board  of  Guardians,  becoming  its  chairman 
in  1880,  which  position  he  held  until  1887.  He  was  for  many 
years  chairman  of  the  assessment  committee.  And  his  know- 
ledge of  the  valuation  of  the  different  properties  in  the  many 
parishes  comprised  in  the  Merthyr  Union  was  unique.  During 
his  membership  on  this  board  Mr.  Rhys  strongly  advocated  the 
provision  of  an  industrial  school  at  Aberdare,  and,  in  spite  of 
much  opposition,  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  model  block  of 
buildings  that  has  since  proved  of  material  aid  in  educating 
thousands  of  pauper  children.  The  subject  of  our  notice  was 
chairman  of  the  industrial  school  committee  from  1877  to  1887, 
and  always  took  a  very  active  interest  in  its  welfare,  and  the 
success  of  the  school,  which  has  from  time  to  time  been  highly 
spoken  of  by  the  Government  inspectors  and  visitors,  redounds 
to  his  credit.  In  1881  the  members  of  the  board  of  guardians, 
in  recognition  of  Mr.  Rhys  long  and  useful  work,  commissioned 
an  artist — Mr.  T.  Brock,  R.A. — to  execute  a  bust  of  him,  and 
this  at  present  adorns  the  board-room. 
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Mr.  Rhys  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Aberdare  Local 
Board  of  Health  at  its  formation  in  September,  1854.  During 
his  membership  on  this  board  Mr.  Rhys  was  mainly  instrumental 
in  securing  from  the  Charity  Commissioners  the  portions  of 
ground  now  forming  the  public  park  and  cemetery  at  Aberdare 
and  the  portion  reserved  for  adding  thereto.  In  spite  of  a  great 
deal  of  opposition,  based  on  the  ground  of  expense,  he  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  the  public  park  laid  out,  and  it  is  now  one  of 
the  best-formed  pleasure-grounds  in  the  whole  of  the  Princi- 
pality, whilst  the  amount  borrowed  from  the  Public  Works  Loan 
Commissioners  has  all  been  re-paid.  It  was,  no  doubt,  mainly 
attributable  to  Mr.  Rhys  that  the  Marquess  of  Bute  com- 
memorated the  Diamond  Jubilee  of  her  Majesty's  reign  by 
dedicating  to  the  town  of  Aberdare  a  large  tract  of  land  for  the 
public  use.  Only  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  year,  Mr. 
Rhys  gave  a  further  illustration  of  his  desire  to  serve  the  public, 
by  obtaining  from  the  Marquess  of  Bute  a  substantial  piece  of 
land,  which  enabled  the  local  authorities  to  widen  by  20  feet 
the  road  between  the  town  and  Abernant  Station,  which  is  the 
most  busy  thoroughfare  in  the  neighbourhood.  This  alteration 
has  proved  of  inestimable  service  to  the  travelling  public,  as  well 
as  the  ratepayers,  and  satisfied  a  long  felt  want. 

During  his  membership  on  the  board  of  health,  Mr.  Rhys 
was  also  a  warm  supporter  of  the  policy  of  buying  up  the  Aber- 
dare Waterworks,  which  were,  on  their  being  secured  by  the 
board,  greatly  improved  and  enlarged.  At  present  Aberdare 
and  the  hamlets  around  possess  a  system  of  water  supply  excelled 
by  none,  and  equalled  by  few,  local  authorities  in  the  kingdom. 
Mr.  Rhys  was  the  prime  mover  in  the  extensive  and  efficient 
sewerage  scheme  which  has  been  completed  in  the  town,  at  a 
cost  of  nearly  ^36,000.  Mr.  Rhys  and  Mr.  William  Jones,  J. P. 
(then  chairman  of  the  Merthyr  Board  of  Health),  were  appointed 
arbitrators  on  behalf  of  their  respective  boards  to  arrange  the 
terms  for  the  purchase  and  management  of  the  joint  sewage 
farm,  as  between  the  two  boards,  and  this  difficult  and  intricate 
task  was  accomplished  without  calling  in  the  aid  of  an  umpire. 
Mr.  Rhys  was  also  for  many  years  chairman  of  the  joint  sewerage 
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farm  committee.  He  was  member  and  chairman  of  the  burial 
board  from  its  formation  until  the  whole  of  the  ground  was  laid 
out,  the  chapels  built,  and  the  scale  of  fees,  &c,  arranged.  He 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Aberdare  School  Board  in  1874, 
and  chairman  thereof  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  board  after  his 
re-election  in  1877,  a  position  he  held  until  March,  1898,  when 
he  determined  to  retire  altogether  from  his  connection  with  the 
school  board,  much  to  the  regret  of  the  general  body  of  rate- 
payers, who,  however,  failed  to  induce  him  to  continue  a  mem- 
ber. In  1867  he  was  placed  on  the  commission  of  the  peace 
for  the  county  of  Glamorgan,  and  he  was  the  senior  magistrate 
residing  in  the  district.  He  was  a  regular  attendant  on  the 
bench,  and  until  recent  years  was  very  constant  in  his  attendance 
at  quarter  sessions.  He  was  a  membe'r  of  the  whole  of  the 
important  committees  of  the  county,  including  the  licen- 
sing and  rating  committees,  until  the  administrative  portion 
of  the  work  of  the  quarter  sessions  was  transferred  to  the  county 
council. 

In  i860  Mr.  Rhys  was  appointed  commissioner  of  Income- 
tax,  and  was  the  chairman  of  the  commissioners  from  that  date 
up  to  his  death.  He  was  elected  in  1883  a  governor  of  the 
University  College  of  South  Wales  and  Monmouthshire.  He 
had  been  a  member  of  the  Glamorganshire  County  Council  since 
its  formation,  and  proved  invaluable  on  the  roads  and  bridges 
and  the  county  rates  assessment  committees,  to  which  he  was 
regularly  re-elected.  He  was  also  appointed  by  the  quarter- 
sessions  as  one  of  the  representatives  of  the  magistrates  on 
the  joint  standing  committee  for  the  control  of  the  police. 

Mr.  Rhys  was  a  moderate  Liberal  in  politics,  but  very 
rarely  took  an  active  part  in  the  turmoil  of  party  disputes,  prefer- 
ring rather  to  devote  his  whole  time  and  ability  to  serving  the 
interests  of  his  friends  and  neighbours  in  directing  the  course  of 
local  affairs." 
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SOCIETY  FOR   THE  CARE  OF  THE  BLIND  OF 

THE   RHINE   PROVINCE  AFTER  LEAVING 

THE  PROVINCIAL  BLIND  INSTITUTION. 


The  Society  was  founded  in  1891.  It  has  its  seat  in  the 
town  of  Diiren,  Westphalia,  and  consists  of  subscribers  of  at  least 
one  mark  each  from  private  individuals,  of  10  marks  from 
societies  and  communities  ;  and  donors  of  1 00  marks,  or  those 
who  have  done  some  special  service  for  the  Society  are  life  mem- 
bers.    The  objects  of  the  Society  are  : — 

1.  To  fit  former  pupils  with  necessary  tools  and  raw 
material,  and  to  erect  and  support  workshops,  salerooms,  and 
blind  homes. 

2.  To  assist  in  providing  workshops  and  orders  for  work,- 
and  to  sell  goods  made  by  former  pupils. 

3.  To  provide  entertaining  and  useful  books  in  relief  prints, 
writing  apparatus,  musical  instruments,  and  money  assistance  in 
cases  of  necessity. 

4.  To  influence  the  spiritual  and  moral  condition  of  the 
blind  through  personal  encouragement  and  advice. 

The  following  cases  are  eKcluded  from  the  benefits  of  the 
Society : — 

1.  The  blind,  who,  in  the  opinion  of  the  local  Committee, 
are  living  evil  lives,  or  as  beggars  and  vagabond  musicians. 

2.  Incurable  invalids,  and  the  blind  who  are  unable  to 
work. 

3.  As  a  rule,  those  blind  who  marry  before  they  have  been 
able  to  maintain  themselves  at  least  two  years  without  financial 

help. 

4.  The  blind  who  inter-marry. 

5.  As  a  rule,  those  blind  who  marry  before  they  have  com- 
pleted their  30th  year. 

The  interests  of  the  Society  are  advocated  by  320  represen- 
tatives in  the  various  towns  and  villages  of  Westphalia.  It  counts 
171  Honorary  Members. 

The  current  annual  income  amounts  to  23.797  marks  {£1 1 39). 


The  Society  finds  support  from  every  class  of  society  and 
the  number  of  subscribing  members  makes  steady  increase,  being 
about  20,000. 

The  New  Workshops  in  Cologne  accommodate  30  work- 
people at  59  Sternegasse. 

The  Blind  Home  at  Ehrenfeld,  where  28  blind  women 
are  supported  by  their  industry,  occupies  2  houses. 

To  celebrate  the  Jubilee  of  the  Duren  Blind  Institution 
a  meeting  of  former  pupils  was  held,  which  brought  together  240. 
A  number  of  friends  of  the  Duren  and  Cologne  Institutions  took 
the  opportunity  at  this  meeting  of  starting  a  Mecker  Foundation 
in  honour  of  the  well-known  Superintendent,  W.  Mecker.  The 
object  of  the  Foundation  is  to  provide  for  old  and  infirm  blind 
people,  who,  being  in  need,  are  incapable  of  work.  It  is  proposed 
to  expend  100.000  marks  in  the  erection  of  an  asylum  for  such 
cases.  This  will  be  a  crowning  work  for  the  good  of  the  blind 
in  Westphalia. 

In  relief  printing  the  Society  has  produced  400  volumes,  and 
it  employs  two  former  pupils  in  the  work  of  the  Library  at  Duren 
— which  is  open  to  all  the  blind  of  the  Province. 

Blind  Home  at  Cologne.  Here  25  young  women  are 
provided  with  maintenance  and  work.  Brush-making,  chair- 
seating  and  knitting  are  pursued.  List  shoe-making  is  being 
introduced.  The  women  not  able  to  earn  their  own  maintenance 
are  assisted  by  the  Society. 

Care  of  Former  Pupils.  Eleven  pupils  left  the  school  during 
the  past  year ;  eight  of  these  were  fully  trained,  two  were 
incapable  and  one  suffering  from  brain  mischief. 

The  trained  ones  received  from  the  Society  raw  materials 
and  tools.  All  the  eleven  received  writing  apparatus  and  books 
in  relief  type.  Those  who  could  play  a  musical  instrument 
received  one  as  a  present. 

Since  the  foundation  of  the  school  in  the  year  1845,  there 
have  passed  through  the  school  579  pupils.  Of  these  141  were 
not  fully  trained  and  96  are  dead.  The  remaining  342  are 
employed  thus  : — 

3  Teachers  of  Language.       1   Private  Teacher  of  Children. 


149 

13  Situations  as  Organists.  22  Music  Teachers  and  Tuners- 
70  Basket  Makers.  50  Plaiters.  15  Rope  Makers.  31  Brush 
Makers.      88  Employed   in    Household    Work.      9  Tradesmen. 

1  Clockmaker.  1  Landlord.  5  In  Domestic  Service.  1  Cigar 
Maker.       4.    Labourers.       5     Hawkers.        1     Student    of    Law. 

2  Gymnasts.  1  Student  at  Music  Conservatorium.  14  No  work, 
(feeble  and  ill  health).     3  Beggars.     2  Unknown,  (dead  ?) 

Of  the  above,  21  (of  whom  16  are  craftsmen)  carry  on  a  shop 
business.  With  only  nine  exceptions  the  whole  are  leading 
moral,  blameless  lives.  There  are  194  who  maintain  themselves 
without  any  outside  financial  help  and  in  the  cases  of 
married  ones  they  maintain  their  wives  and  children  as  well ;  of 
unmarried  ones  nine  also  maintain  their  needy  parents  who  are 
past  work.  1 2  have  had  money  help  from  public  sources,  and 
125  have  been  helped  by  the  Society  or  by  its  branches. 

The  year's  work,  according  to  the  sort  of  work,  the  ability  of 
the  workmen  and  the  local  circumstances,  varies  very  much  ;  for 
while  some  as  teachers,  organists,  music  teachers,  and  even  a  few 
artisans  reach  an  amount  of  annual  income  of  from  1500  marks 
(£7$),  to  2000  marks  (£100),  one  knitter  earned  only  75  marks. 
But  all,  even  those  with  poorest  earnings,  find  the  best 
alleviation  of  their  lot  in  work,  which  protects  them 
from  deadening  tedium,  and  enables  them  to  find  happi- 
ness in  the  effort  and  realization  of  their  powers 

With  nearly  all  the  former  pupils  has  the  Institution  in  the 
past  year  maintained  an  active  intercourse  to  influence  their 
conduct,  strengthen  their  courage,  and  promote  their  industry. 

In  226  cases  the  former  pupils  have  purchased  raw  materials 
from  the  Institution  at  cost  price  ;  and  in  1 33  cases  they  have  sent 
the  goods  which  they  have  made  and  could  not  sell,  to  be  sold  at 
the  Institution.  The  Director  or  his  representative  has  visited  g& 
in  their  homes  in  order  to  gain  complete  knowledge  of  their  cir- 
cumstances, and  otherwise  to  help  them.  For  one  or  more  days 
56  have  visited  the  Institution  to  learn  some  new  work,  to  receive 
payment  for  work  sent  to  the  school,  to  receive  advice  in  some 
cases  of  difficulty  ;   and,  by  renewed  intercourse  with  teachers  or 
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former  fellow-pupils,  to  gain  renewed  strength  of  spirit  for  future 
work  and  effort. 

The  Library  which  has  been  increased  to  3125  volumes  and 
has  been  diligently  used  by  the  former  pupils,  has,  without  doubt, 
exercised  important  influence  on  their  spiritual  well  being. 


REPORT   OF  THE    COMMITTEE    OF   COUNCIL 
ON    EDUCATION    ON    SCHOOLS    FOR 
THE  BLIND  AND  DEAF. 


The  Report  for  .the  year  ended  August  31st,  1898,  was  issued 
in  July  last,  and  contains  a  long  extract  from  Mr.  Buckle's  account 
of  the  congress  of  teachers  of  the  blind,  held  last  year  at  Berlin. 
Our  readers  will  remember  that  this  most  interesting  and  valuable 
account  appeared  in  our  last  October  number.  Perhaps  the  most 
important  paragraph  in  the  Report  is  the  following  one,  in  which 
H.M.    Senior    Chief    Inspector   advocates   the    Saxon    system. 

"  The  care  for  the  blind  in  the  kingdom  of  Saxony  deserves 
serious  attention.  What  is  possible  in  such  a  country  with  a 
population  so  like  our  own  is  surely  possible  here.  In  philanthropy, 
indeed,  we  may  hope  that  we  rival  the  Saxons,  but  in  prudent 
organisation,  rational  method  consistently  pursued,  and  persever- 
ing determination  to  secure  the  desired  end  we  have  much  to 
learn." 

The  following  excerpts  from  the  Report  will  be  read  with 
interest : — 

"  The  system  of  boarding  out  children  in  homes  near  the 
certified  school  where  they  receive  instruction  is  extending,  and 
is  likely  to  extend  still  further,  with  satisfactory  results." 

"  No  special  provision  for  feeble  minded  blind  children  has 
yet  been  made  ;  but  the  number  of  such  children  has  not  proved 
sufficient  to  require  it." 

"  This  conclusion  may  be  accepted  :  that  the  education  of  the 
blind  is  less  expensive  than  that  of  the  deaf,  but  that  the  mainten- 
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ance  of  the  blind  requires  throughout  life  some  support  from 
society.  The  education  of  the  deaf  is  slow  and  very  expensive, 
but  renders  them  independent." 

"There  are  in  England  22  certified  institutions  where  blind 
children  are  boarded,  lodged,  and  educated,  with  accommodation 
for  1,378  children,  and  16  day-schools,  with  accommodation  for 
264  scholars.  In  Wales  there  is  an  institution  at  Swansea 
providing  for  25  children,  and  at  Cardiff  a  day-school  with 
accommodation  for  35  children.  Altogether  in  England  and 
Wales  there  is  actual  accommodation  for  1,403  children  in  certified 
institutions,  and  nominal  accommodation  for  299  more  in  day- 
schools  ;  nominal,  because  the  accommodation  in  the  day-school 
is  determined  by  the  size  of  the  rooms  available  only,  without  any 
regard  to  the  staff  of  teachers  and  other  arrangements  required, 
or  the  number  of  scholars  who  could  possibly  be  collected  in  them. 

"Assuming,  however,  that  accommodation  for  1,700  children 
has  been  provided,  is  this  sufficient  ?  In  1886  the  Royal  Com- 
missioners reported  that  the  number  of  blind  children  between 
the  ages  of  5  and  15  was  1,710  ;  but  they  expressed  great  doubt 
of  the  accuracy  of  the  statistics,  and  gave  reasons  for  forming  a 
considerably  higher  estimate  of  the  number.  They  remarked  that 
the  popular  conception  of  "  blindness"  is  "total  blindness,"  and 
that  many  children  were  not  included  among  the  blind  in  the 
census  returns  because  they  could  see  enough  to  distinguish  light 
from  darkness,  or  to  find  their  way  without  help.  As  regards 
education  these  are  practically  blind,  and  must  be  considered  in 
the  same  category  with  those  who  are  totally  blind. 

The  accommodation  in  certified  schools  appears  therefore 
to  be  insufficient ;  but  there  are  institutions  that  are  not  certified 
at  which  a  considerable  number  of  scholars  can  be  instructed." 

"  Blind  teachers  can  be  employed  in  classes  for  the  blind, 
and  they  are  specially  adapted  for  the  work  because  they  realise 
not  only  the  difficulties  but  the  capacity  also  of  the  blind  in  a 
degree  that  sighted  persons  cannot  attain.  The  presence  of  a 
sighted  person  to  exercise  supervision  is  indispensable,  and  thus 
additional  expense  is  incurred." 

"The   published   reports   of  the    various    institutions    are 
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generally  hopeful  in  character,  though  some  deplore. the  need  of 
larger  support.  It  is  most  important  to  assure  benevolent  persons 
that  these  institutions  need  support  as  much  as  ever.  The  con- 
tribution from  the  State  supplies  a  very  small  fraction  of  the 
expenditure,  if  indeed  it  meets  the  increased  expenditure  which 
some  institutions  have  incurred  in  order  to  effect  improvements 
that  have  been  suggested." 

"  In  many  of  these  reports  attention  is  drawn  to  the  case  of 
pupils  who  have  left  the  institution  and  are  now  earning  their  own 
living,  in  part  at  any  rate.  This  illustrates  the  point  to  which 
attention  has  been  already  drawn,  that  the  blind  require  some 
care  and  help  throughout  life  ;  and  the  institutions  are  excellent 
channels  for  giving  this  help  as  it  is  needqd.  Some  of  them  have 
workshops  to  which  former  pupils  come  daily.  Others  buy  the 
work  done  by  the  blind  at  their  own  homes,  and  the  institution 
at  York,  of  which  the  county  may  be  justly  proud,  has  been  able 
to  establish  shops  in  some  of  the  large  towns  where  the  blind  can 
get  regular  employment  and  wages.  The  difficulty  is  to  find 
suitable  work  that  is  fairly  remunerative  to  the  blind,  and  not 
commercially  disastrous  to  the  persons  who  undertake  the  sale  of 
the  goods." 

In  appendix  III.  of  the  Report,  is  given  a  list  of  certified 
schools  with  their  respective  accommodation. 


We  have  to  acknowledge  with  thanks  copies  of  "  Le 
Valentin  Haiiy,"  and  of  "  L'Amico  dei  Ciechi."  Both  papers 
deal  exclusively  with  matters  connected  with  the  blind,  the 
former  with  those  in  France,  and  the  latter  with  those  in  Italy, 
whilst  reference  is  also  made  to  what  is  being  done  for  the  blind 
in  other  countries. 
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